
 

To:  Honorable Mayor Price and Members of the City Council 
 
cc:  Denis Fitzgibbons, City Attorney 
  City Manager’s Executive Management Team 
   
From: Gregory E. Rose 
  City Manager 
 
Date:  July 10, 2014  
 
RE:  City Manager Report 
 
ACTIVITIES and EVENTS 
 

• Coffee with the Chief: July 12, this month’s Coffee with the Chief will be 
held at the police department station from 8-9:30 a.m. and will focus on the 
MPD bike team.  This month’s coffee is open to all ages and members of the 
community are encouraged to attend and to have their bicycles registered and 
have a safety check conducted on them.  Also, the MPD bike team will have a 
short obstacle course set up to instill proper riding techniques and safety rules 
and regulations.  (Flyer attached).     
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Committee Openings 

• The City is currently accepting applications to fill vacancies on the Parks, 
Recreation and Libraries Advisory Committee, Board of Adjustment, Planning 
and Zoning Commission, Industrial Development Authority Board, and the 
Merit Board.  Applications are available on our website at www.maricopa-
az.gov.  Contact the City Clerk’s Office at (520) 316-6971 for more information.  

 
Check Out Current City Recruitments and Statistics 

• Please follow link http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/jobs-portal . 
 
Economic Development Updates 

• Arizona SciTech Festival: Staff along with representatives from Maricopa 
Ak-Chin STEAM Foundation, MCE and USDA ALARC met with Dr. Jeremy 
Babendure, Executive Director of the Arizona SciTech Festival, to discuss how 
Maricopa can participate in the annual event.  The Arizona SciTech Festival is a 
state-wide celebration of science, technology, engineering and math held 
annually in February and March through a series of over 400 expos, 

http://www.maricopa-az.gov/
http://www.maricopa-az.gov/
http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/jobs-portal
http://azscitechfest.org/


 

workshops, conversations, exhibitions and tours held in diverse neighborhoods 
throughout the state. 

• ICSC RECon Las Vegas: As a follow up to ICSC RECon Las Vegas, Economic 
Development staff held meetings with several brokers and developers to 
discuss Maricopa’s recent projects, growth, and potential commercial 
opportunities.  The brokers and developers work closely with major retailers to 
identify future sites. 

• City Code Project Update: During the May 20 City Council Work Session, 
staff gave a presentation on proposed regulations, licensing procedures, and 
fees for special business types, specifically: (1) Tobacco Retail Establishments 
and (2) Auctioneers, Pawnbrokers, Scrap Dealers and Secondhand Dealers.  
Per City Council’s direction, public notice of the proposed City Code updates 
and fees was posted to the City website.  Staff plans to present on additional 
special business types during the August 5 City Council Work Session. 

• BRE Report: Economic Development staff met with several businesses 
throughout fiscal year 2013-2014 to identify concerns and potential barriers to 
survival and growth facing Maricopa businesses.  Staff is preparing a Business 
Retention and Expansion Report (BRE) to summarize the local business 
climate. 

• Economic Development Annual Report: Staff is working on the 
Economic Development Annual Report and plans to publish it later this month. 
The report is designed to provide a summary of actions taken to advance 
economic development in Maricopa over the past fiscal year. 

• MCE Business Dinner Series: MCE is hosting a free business dinner series. 
The next workshop is titled “Starting Your Own Business” and will be held on 
Monday, July 21, 6-8 p.m.  Participants will learn about legal structures, 
financing, and organizing to take their product or service to market.  Click here 
to register. 

• Shop Local Campaign: Staff has developed a plan for the 2014 Shop Local 
campaign and will present it during the August 5 City Council Work Session.  
As part of the campaign, a custom logo has already been designed with the help 
of the Communications & Marketing team; new promotional materials 
displaying the logo have been ordered; and a billboard along State Route 347 
will be rented to promote shopping locally.  The Shop Local campaign will 
ramp up in October and continue throughout the holiday shopping season. 

• New Businesses: Since the last report, the City received new business license 
applications from three home-based businesses, one business that will have a 
commercial location, and two out-of-town businesses that will be doing 
business in Maricopa. 

 

http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/cityclerk-home/1082-notice-of-proposed-fees-for-special-businesses
http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/cityclerk-home/1082-notice-of-proposed-fees-for-special-businesses
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mce-business-dinner-series-start-your-own-business-tickets-12140246805
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mce-business-dinner-series-start-your-own-business-tickets-12140246805


 

Public Works 
Capital Projects 

• Honeycutt Road Widening Project:  This project will improve Honeycutt 
Road from White and Parker Road to Porter Road, widening out to four lanes 
and installing curb, gutter, and sidewalk on the south side.  Staff anticipates 
construction duration of eight months.  The majority of private utilities affected 
by the project have completed their relocation work.  Staff is continuing to work 
with the other utilities to facilitate their relocation process and clarify roles and 
responsibilities for the relocations.  Staff anticipates construction to start in 
mid-August. 

• Copper Sky Recreation Center and Regional Park:  CORE Construction 
is nearing completion of work at the Multi-Generation Center, coordinating 
with staff to minimize disruption while addressing opportunities for change or 
improvement identified by staff since the building’s opening.  Work should be 
complete in three weeks. 

Streets Maintenance 
• Numerous “Road Flooded” signs were placed throughout the city and several 

trees were removed from roadways after the storm on July 3. 
• Light towers, message boards, and barricades were provided and placed to 

support the Great American 4th event.  Also, temporary “No Parking” signs 
were located on Brittlebrush Lane in the Desert Cedars community. 

• Five miles of dirt roads were graded. 
 
Development Services 
Building Safety 

• Two Commercial Tenant Improvement permit applications and 25 Single 
Family Home permit applications (20 detached, five attached) were received 
during the week of June 30-July 3.  The increase in single family permits is 
likely in response to the building valuation increase used to calculate building 
permit fees that went into effect July 1. 

Planning 
• Zoning Code Rewrite Project:  The Planning and Zoning Commission held 

their first meeting to discuss the draft Zoning Code on June 23.  At the meeting, 
staff presented the code rewrite process to date and the Zoning Code Rewrite 
Task Force and Heritage Advisory Committees' recommendations.  The Zoning 
Code Rewrite Task Force held their final meeting on July 2 to approve their 
June 11 meeting minutes, which includes the Task Force’s recommendation for 
the draft Zoning Code.  The next Planning and Zoning Commission meeting to 
discuss the draft code is scheduled for July 14.  Further information, including 
the latest schedule, presentations, related documents, maps, and the draft 
Zoning Code, is available on the Zoning Code Rewrite website at 



 

http://www.maricopa-az.gov/zoningcode/.  Please contact Dana Burkhardt 
with questions or comments at dana.burkhardt@maricopa-az.gov.  

Transportation/Transit 
• A three-member staff panel is reviewing and scoring proposals from two 

contractors for the FY14-15 Transit Service.  We anticipate notice of 5311 Grant 
Award in July or August from the Arizona Department of Transportation.  

• Staff is working out the finals details of the Scope of Work for the Regional 
Transportation Plan 2014 Update.  

• We provided two COMET buses and drivers for ADA transport in support of 
the Great American 4th event.  This shuttle operated between Ace Hardware 
and Copper Sky from 5:30-11 p.m.   

• Ridership on the Special Summer Shuttle continues to be strong with 65 trips 
provided in the four days (Monday-Thursday) in operation last week.  Parents 
are urged to ensure that their children are at the Copper Sky bus stop at time of 
last departure each day at 4 p.m. so we can keep the summer shuttle bus on 
schedule.   

• COMET Demand Response ridership for the week ending July 3 (four days): 25 
passengers, 40 trips. 
 

Community Services News 
Recreation 

• Session I of swim lessons had 261 students enrolled.  There are currently 187 
enrolled for Session II. 

• The Marlin’s Swim team currently has 103 members. 
• Water Aerobics is averaging 30 in the 8 a.m. class and 40 in the 9 a.m. class on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
• Camp Sol Summer Camp for special needs children will be concluding this 

Thursday, July 10.  This program had a total of 17 participants which is an 
increase from the 12 participants last year.  

• Maricopa Children’s Theatre will be performing “The Grunch” on Friday, July 
11 and Saturday, July 12 at Maricopa High School Performing Arts Center.  This 
program has a total of 68 participants.  

• In the summer session, there are 325 participants enrolled in enrichment 
classes.  

• The member usage is at an all-time high in the weight room and in group 
fitness classes and is steadily climbing with new memberships.   

• Night-time Zumba is now offered with the Copper Sky Membership and this 
has been received well by the members and Zumba participants. 

• Copper Sky Members: 5,542, members 50 and Up: 790, Ak-Chin members: 
256, Silver Sneakers: 69. 

http://www.maricopa-az.gov/zoningcode/
mailto:dana.burkhardt@maricopa-az.gov


 

• The 2014 Summer Fun & Fitness Camps wrap up this week with a field trip on 
Friday to the UltraStar Multi-tainment Center to take in a movie and celebrate 
the last day of camp in style. 

Parks 
• Copper Sky park staff performed at an extraordinary level and pace to prepare 

the park for the 4th of July celebration after the monsoon flooded the park the 
night before the event.  Staff was assisted by the Public Works Department, 
who came in on the holiday to loan park staff water pumps and pump down 
nine flooded viewing areas.  Staff pumped approximately 350,000 gallons of 
water by noon the day of the event. 

• Copper Sky park staff is removing one of the mounds they built for the Little 
League District tournament in order to host the State 11-12 year old softball 
tournament starting July 7. 

Library 
Door Count: 5,450 (people who used the library facility last week); circulation: 6,032  
(items checked out); hours of computer use: 322 (with assistance from staff); new 
cards: 60; and 107 items were added to the collection. 
 
Library Summer Reading Club: Registration continues for children and teens to 
join the 2014 Summer Reading Club at the Maricopa Public Library.  This year’s 
theme is Fizz, Boom Read and features many exciting events along a science and 
technology theme.  The program runs from June 2-July 25. 

• The reading program has a total of 969 participants so far. 
• Children have read a total of 103,311 minutes towards prizes and teens have 

reported 363 books read! 
Upcoming Events 
July is Food for Fines month.  For every non-perishable food item donated, patrons 
will have $1 waived from their fines.  All donations go to F.O.R. Maricopa. 

• Tuesday, July 15, 10 a.m. “Mother Goose” returns this summer with a new 
program involving science and magic and lots of fun participation! 

• Tuesday, July 15, 1:30 p.m.  Friends of the Maricopa Public Library host an 
open discussion with coffee and refreshments.  All are welcome to attend.  

• Tuesday, July 15, 3:30 p.m.  Tale Waggers.  Come read to PJ the Dog.  For 
struggling readers and animal lovers. 

• Wednesday, July 16, 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m., and 2:15 p.m.  Fun Van (advance 
registration required).  Kids play and learn while parents and caregivers meet 
to discuss parenting skills. 

• Thursday, July 17, 9:30 a.m. Storytime for ages 2 and under. 
• Thursday, July 17, 9:30 a.m.  Adult Contemporary Book Club. 
• Thursday, July 17, 10 a.m.  Brain Box: parent-child interaction to stimulate 

brain power in children ages 2-5 years.  Registration required. 



 

Special Events & Marketing 
• The Great American 4th event was a huge success thanks to all the City 

departments that contributed, especially park maintenance and recreation 
staff.  There were approximately eight to nine thousand people in attendance.  

• Details of the upcoming Fall Concert Series will be available soon. 

Fire Department 
Community Outreach, Public Safety Events, and Fire Prevention 

• Maricopa Fire Department provided EMS support during the Great American 
4th event.  Two citizens were treated during the event for non-life threatening 
issues. 

       Emergency Calls 
• MFD responded to a total of 53 requests for emergency assistance this week 

with 42 calls being medical in nature: 
• Motor Vehicle Accidents:  MFD was called out to four different reports of 

motor vehicle accidents this week; one involved a bicyclist. 
• House Fire:  Maricopa units responded to a report of a house fire on Barbara 

Lane.  Upon arrival, it was determined food had been left cooking on the 
kitchen stove, igniting the fire.  The homeowner reported having extinguished 
the fire, but asked the fire department to confirm there was no further danger.  
Crews confirmed the fire was out, ventilated the house, and determined no 
further fire extension to the walls or surrounding areas. 

• ATV Accident:  E572 responded to a report of an ATV crash in the Tortosa 
area.  Two patients were involved.  One patient refused further treatment and 
one was transported to the hospital for further evaluation and treatment of a 
shoulder pain complaint. 

• Difficulty Breathing:  MFD units responded to six reports of citizens 
complaining of difficulty breathing this week. 

• Heat Related Illness:  MFD responded to two reports of heat related illness 
incidents this week. 
 

Police Department 
• Domestics Violence Community Training: On July 8, MPD in 

Partnership with the Arizona Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic Violence 
hosted “Stand Up Against Domestic Violence” training.  The free training 
addressed the dynamics of domestic violence, the use of power and control in 
abusive relationships, and ways to support a victim or survivor.  This program 
had over 90 members of the community attend.   

• Training: July 8, Chief Steve Stahl instructed at Chandler-Gilbert Community 
College.  Chief Stahl taught a course in Supervision & Management.  Chief Stahl 
is a regular guest instructor at Chandler-Gilbert Community College Law 
Enforcement Training Academy and teaches several classes on management.   



 

• Police Officer Training:  July 9, all sworn members of the police 
department attended “Leading Groups and Organizational Development” 
training.  This training exposes leaders to expanding their leadership role to 
larger spans of control by identifying the roles individuals take when in groups 
and the relationships that must occur to make teams and the organization more 
effective.  The leadership training is part of the officers continued law 
enforcement training requirement.    

• Monthly CompStat Numbers: Attached are June’s monthly stats.  The 
report shows a decrease in crime with the exception of violent crime and theft.  
The content in violent crimes is due to domestic violence charging standards.   
The report also shows an increase in theft other.  Theft other is defined as calls 
for service as fraud and shoplifting.  

• Victim Assistance Recruitment: The victim assistance program is looking 
for more members.  The volunteers will provide victims with crime information 
and referrals to local and county agencies, hospital, safety planning, and how to 
deal with traumatic experiences.  Volunteers are prescreened and trained 
through the Department of Justice Victims Assistance Online Training 
Program.  Once training is complete, volunteers are placed on call for 12 hour 
shifts depending on their availability.  For more information on the program, 
please email Mary.Witkofski@maricopa-az.gov .   

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Gregory E. Rose, ICMA-CM 
City Manager 

mailto:Mary.Witkofski@maricopa-az.gov


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Join 

Chief Stahl 
& other members of the Maricopa Police Department 
for coffee and conversation regarding Maricopa and 

the things that matter to you. 
 

When: July 12th 8-9am 
Where: Maricopa Police Department  

 
39675 W. Civic Center Plaza South  

Maricopa AZ, 85138 
 

Topic: 
MPD Bike Unit   

All ages are encouraged to bring their bikes to 
have them safety checked and registered. Also 

ride a short challenge course.   
For more information: 520-316-6868 

 
 

Coffee with the Chief 
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